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THE PUBLIC SCHOOL AND THE CATHOLICS. 



It was toward the middle of this century before the Public 
School, as an institution for giving our American youth a 
free and secular education, reached a position sufficiently 
commanding to awaken enthusiasm or invite opposition. 
Three powerful factors then brought it into prominence: 
(1) The growing conviction that popular education is the 
only safeguard of political liberty, — a plea most eloquently 
urged by Horace Mann; (2) the settlement of the Northwest, 
where the national government had made most generous pro- 
vision for the free-school system; and (3) the clearer compre- 
hension of the necessarily secular character of the American 
state and of the common school. But as soon as the Public 
School became a prominent institution a violent opposition 
appeared, bent on its destruction; and the year 1840 marks 
the first skirmish in that warfare which has continued to our 
own time. And then the Episcopal church was as clamorous 
for a division of the school fund, the point of the first assault, 
as the Catholic; while so broad a statesman as William H. 
Seward, in his message to the New York legislature, favored 
this policy. But Protestants soon saw that this plan would 
give the Catholics an advantage which they did not wish them 
to enjoy; and a reaction set in among them, caused, perhaps, 
more by fear of Rome than by love of the Public School as a 
purely secular institution. 

Friends akd Foes. 

We must remember that to-day the opposition to the sys- 
tem of secular education by the state is not confined to the 
Roman Catholics. Many prominent Presbyterians and Meth- 
odists are not satisfied with the secular character of the com- 
mon schools, and they are beginning to array themselves 
against the Public School, though not with the same end in 
view as the Catholics. What they condemn is the system as 
it is, and they demand a Public School which shall give a 
definitely christian education. The German Lutheran churches 
are as stoutly TTpposed to the American system as the Catho- 
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lies, but their opposition has a somewhat different character, 
as it grows out of their love for the language of their fathers 
as well as from the peculiarities of their church system ; and 
while it may be more boisterous, yet it is not so dangerous 
as that more compact, sagacious and determined opposition 
which emanates from the papal power. The American sys- 
tem has its firmest friends among the Baptists, the German 
Evangelicals, the Norwegian Lutherans, the Congregational- 
ists — Orthodox and Unitarian,— and that large body vaguely 
described by the term secularists. The Episcopal leaders have 
recently become more friendly to the Public School — a hope- 
ful and significant fact. 

Modern Catholics. 

Thus we see that it is the Catholic opposition which is 
most alarming, though it does not stand alone. And when 
we come to speak of the attitude of the Catholics, we must 
take account of several facts. The Catholic church of to-day 
is not the Catholic church of the fifteenth century, as pres- 
ent Protestantism is not that of Calvin and Knox. For one, 
I have no patience with the bigoted Protestant who berates 
our Catholic priests as though they were exactly like those 
who swarmed in English monasteries or conducted the Span- 
ish Inquisition. Even Roman Catholicism yields to the spirit 
of the age; and American Catholics must no more be held 
responsible for the atrocities of the church in Prance a cen- 
tury and a half ago, than present Jews for the crucifixion of 
Jesus of Nazareth. We must discuss this question with ref- 
erence to the average American Catholic of to-day. And we 
must recognize that the American Catholic church is not the 
same as the Catholic church in Brazil or Spain. There is, to 
be sure, one ritual, but the quality of human life varies. And 
I believe that some day the Catholic church, without abso- 
lutely breaking with its past, will be modernized; and I also 
believe that this will be the work of an American pope. In 
this discussion we must deal with our Catholic neighbors as 
American citizens. 

Catholic Hiebarchy and Catholic Laity^ 

And there is still another important fact which must be 
taken into consideration. There is a marked difference be- 
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tween the attitude of the Catholic hierarchy and the spirit of 
our Catholic population, and this difference we must take 
into account. Our Catholic citizens have proved their loy- 
alty in public service and on the battle-field. That they ap- 
preciate our institutions and love the principles of American 
liberty is perfectly evident. The question has been raised, 
whether Catholics, if loyal to the pope, a foreign potentate, 
can be true patriots? but, as a matter of fact, few of us follow 
out our principles to their extreme limit; so that, whatever 
the logic of the situation may demand, we do know that the 
Catholic laity are as loyal as any other class of citizens. But 
the Catholic hierarchy is a wonderful organism, contrived to 
extend and perpetuate its own power, and it claims to speak 
in the name of the Almighty with an authority higher than 
that of the state; and the branch in this land is controlled by 
an influence located beyond our borders. It is a priesthood 
with superlative pretensions, more intent on what it consid- 
ers its divine mission than on the prosperity of American 
institutions. By his very position, th^ Catholic priest is a 
servant of the pope first, and then an American citizen. The 
Catholic hierarchy is chiefly concerned about its own powers 
and privileges; and there can be no question but that its aim 
is to use every politic means to win America to the papal 
throne; and in the pursuit of this object it is willing, if need 
be, to strike down the Public School, or any other distinctly 
American institution. This is not the guess-work of Protest- 
ant bigotry, but the declared purpose of its leaders, expressed 
with little circumlocution in numerous Lenten lectures atfd 
conciliar declarations. But it is evident that while thiols a 
the settled policy of the Catholic hierarchy, it is not the gen- | 
era! ambition of our Catholic population. So that we must 
remember that however un-American the public utterances 
of many Catholic bishops may be, the Catholic people are de- 
voted to American institutions, and regard with indifference 
or sorrow these diocesan dictations. 

Magnitude of the Issue. 

It is our duty as American citizens not only squarely to 
face this issue but to keep it clearly before us. The greatness 
of the problem cannot be exaggerated, for on it hangs the 
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destiny not only of our American system of government but 
of modern civilization itself. At the bottom, it is not a 
question of Bible reading, nor of the fortunes of a particu- 
lar statute, nor even of compulsory education ; but the ques- 
tion is: Whether we shall maintain the modern state as a 
secular institution and its necessary function of secular edur- 
cation^ or whether we shall surrender to the papacy and turn 
human progress back four centuries? Let us then clear away 
all these mere details about the teaching of a particular lan- 
guage and the reading of scripture and face the real issue 
with clear eye and sober judgment. We must recognize that 
the perpetuity of civil libert}'^ and modern civilization de- 
pends upon the maintenance .of the district school with its 
free and secular instruction; and we must also recognize that 
the opposition to our system of secular education is deep-seated 
and far-reaching. Surrender to it means the extinction of 
American liberty, and any compromise that shall impair the 
efficiency and sovereignty of American citizenship means an 
eclipse of humanity. We must discuss this question in a large 
wa}', without passion and without prejudice, but with a full 
appreciation of the magnitude of the issue and the scope of 
the opposition. 

The American Idea. 

There is a force at work in our land at the heart of human 
affairs which shapes our government, creates public opinion, 
rules the common mind, and points the way to progress, — it 
is what we may call the "^Jwencaw /rfea," because it has 
found its clearest expression here, though it is a motive 
power which is at work everywhere in modem society. And 
what is the ^"^ American Idea? " It is a new conception of the 
basis of social union and the function of human government; 
it is the theory of the state as a purely secular institution, 
nowhere better described than by Bluntschli: " The modem 
idea of the state is not religious, though it is not irreligious. 
. . . Modern political science does not profess to compre- 
hend the ways of God, but endeavors to understand the state 
as a human institution. . . . The modern state does not 
consider religion a condition of legal status, . . . but de- 
velops the common freedom of citizenship in all classes and 
compels every one to submit to its authority." The "ylm^r- 
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icon Idea " means a government organized on the humanity 
of man to guard common rights and promote a universal 
manhood. The modern state, as a purely secular institu- 
tion, — an institution protective and conservative of human 
interests, — must provide an education for its children, and as 
the state, being secular, can have no religion, it follows that 
the state school can give only secular instruction. 

A State School must be Secular. 

To restate the argument in a different form: The modern 
state is a secular institution and citizenship is a purely secu- 
lar function of human life; the state must provide an educa- 
tion for its children in the things that pertain to good citi- 
zenship; the school so created must be purely secular, for 
the state, having no religion, can allow no religious exercises 
in its own schools. And furthermore, any attack upon the 
system of free secular education thus necessarily provided by 
the state is by implication and influence an attack upon the 
American system of government^ because it is an attack upon 
what is an imperative duty and an essential part of the state 
itself. This position I have worked out with some detail in 
the chapter on "Moral and Religious Instruction in our 
Public Schools" in the recently published volume. Problems 
in American Society. 

Decision" of the Supreme Court. 
And it is a matter of personal gratification that our Su- 
preme Court has aflSrmed the correctness of this view by its 
recent decision, which reflects great credit upon that body, 
and which also places Wisconsin in a proud and commanding 
position as one of the foremost defenders and exponents of 
the '' American Idea^^' and nothing is now needed to secure 
its pre-eminence but the triumphant vindication of the essen- 
tial principle of the Bennett law, which will undoubtedly be 
made by the sober second thought of our people. This de- 
cision of our Supreme Court will clear the air, while it will 
put a stop to much vexation in school matters; for both 
Catholics and Agnostics have a right to complain when the 
Public School is not absolutely secular. The state must be 
just to all; but it becomes a party to a wrong when it allows 
its own school to violate the fundamental principle of its 
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own being, as it does when that school assumes a religious 
function and trespasses upon the religious rights of any of its 
citizens, however obscure they may be. 

The Catholic Claim. 

The claim is frequently made by Catholic priests that they 
only ask to be let alone, and also to be relieved from the 
burden of unjust taxation imposed for the support of the 
Public School. Let us look carefully and candidly at this 
matter. The state exists to protect life and property and 
promote the temporal welfare of mankind, and for these ends 
it works through certain methods which begin with the ex- 
ercise of suflFrage; and whatever means are needed for these 
ends the state must use. So that the state taxes all to give 
every child that knowledge most needed by an American citi- 
zen, this much being necessary to insure intelligent citizen- 
ship. This right the state has, and if true to itself it must 
use it. When the Catholic objects that it is unjust to tax 
him to support what he cannot use, he takes a position which 
the state must ignore, for it has no right to sit in judgment 
upon the religious beliefs of its citizens in order to make such 
distinctions between them. Moreover, by this claim fche 
Catholic puts himself above the authority of the state, which 
in matters pertaining to citizenship must be supreme. A 
body of people cannot be excused from paying taxes to sup- 
port courts and poor-houses on the plea that they have re- 
ligious scruples against making use of them. Whatever 
hardships come to the Catholics in this connection are self- 
imposed by a religious belief, of which the state can take no 
account and with which it can make no compact. The state 
protects all forms of religion, but it must stop there; it can- 
not take cognizance of religious beliefs, which traverse its 
own rights, in order to absolve citizens from their responsibili- 
I ies of citizenship. 

The Bennett Law. 

The state guaranties not only freedom of worship but free- 
dom of education to the Catholics; and under the protection 
of American liberty they have established in almost every 
parish a parochial school, of which they have at present 
three thousand in the United States. Catholics are absolutely 
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unmolested^ for both their churches and their schools ar^ 
subject to no state interference; while any attempt to abridge 
their rights in this respect would meet with instant condem- 
nation by both Protestant and secularist. And I rejoice in 
the zeal of American Catholics for education, though I wish 
that Rome would show an equal solicitude for schools in 
Spain and other lands where she has supreme power, and 
where the need is so much greater than in this country. 
But the state does not demand that any Catholic child shall 
leave the parochial school and attend the Public School. 
The demand of the state is simply this: Every American 
youth must someivhere be taught the fundamental elements 
of citizenship. This is the sole purpose of the Bennett law, 
which neither interferes with the rights of parents nor re- 
stricts the liberty of any church. This demand that our 
young people must receive somewhere a certain education in 
citizenship is eminently just, and opposition to it will not 
avail at the final bar of American public opinion. The state 
simply says: If you wish to educate your children in the 
parish school you have that right, but when they arrive at 
a given age they must know certain things which are neces- 
sary to good citizenship. This action by the state is not in- 
terference with parental or religious rights; for neither par- 
ent nor church has any right to foster or defend ignorance^ and 
all the Bennett law aims to destroy is ignorance; and surely 
this action imposes no burden and inflicts no injustice upon 
parochial schools, for the state assumes that they give an 
American education. If they do, they have nothing to fear; 
and if they do not, the state metes out no penalty. The state 
only insists that whoever assumes the task of giving to a 
young person that secular education which it provides, hav- 
ing entered its own sphere of responsibility, must give the 
knowledge which the state decides that the child shall have 
as the safeguard of its own interests. 

State Supeemacy. 

In view of the fact that the Catholic church has come 
forth as the defender of the rights of parents, let us look a 
moment more carefully at this subject. Here it is necessary 
to make a distinction, which, if once grasped, will set this 
vexed problem in clearer light. The parent has sole guard- 
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ianship of the child as a social and religiofis being; this spe- 
cial parental right the state must respect. But children are 
also citizens in embryo^ and in that respect they are children 
of the state. The state is bound to protect them in all their 
civil estate; it has a prospective claim upon their services in 
case of war; it is responsible for their training in citizenship 
because it must protect its own life and provide for the per- 
petuity of its own institutions. And this claim upon the 
child as a prospective citizen is superior to all parental rights, 
though not in conflict with them. The state has a right 
upon the child in the line of citizenship which the parent 
must respect. But the true parental rights are not menaced 
by the state's assertion of this claim. And here is where the 
Catholics make their fatal mistake. 

Pbiest and Paeent. 

Besides, it seems somewhat ridiculous for the Catholic 
church to pose as the special advocate of parental rights, 
when it is well known that the only privilege given by her 
to the parent is the privilege of doing as her priest dictates. 
Though the bishops of Wisconsin say in their recent address 
that the church '' simply insists on the parents doing their 
God-given duty," yet who decides what that duty is? The 
church, of course. And when the priest, decides what the 
parental duty is, how much parental right is there left? The 
Catholic church does not in the least recognize the right of 
private judgment or the freedom of the family. The only 
liberty of the family known at Rome is its liberty to do as the 
church directs. When the Catholic hierarchy pleads for the 
rights of parents, it is simply pleading its own desire to dic- 
tate to Catholic parents, and its misuse of language on this 
subject does little either to disguise its real motive or to com- 
mend it to intelligent people. The difference between the 
state and the church is this: The state saj'^s: Educate your 
child where you wish, but give him a preparation for American 
citizenship; but the Catholic hierarchy says: Send your child 
to the parochial school or suffer the penalty of excommuni- 
cation here and damnation hereafter. This being the posi- 
tion of each, is it the state or the church that destroys 
parental rights? I believe that public opinion will decide 
that the state is the truer guardian of parental rights. 
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Catholic Objections Considered. 

Now, has the Catholic any good reason for shunning the 
Public School, when it is made absolutely secular? Though I 
try to put myself in the place of the Catholic, and look upon 
the matter fairly from his point of view, I cannot see that 
he has any adequate reason for such a course. The objection 
is made that association with Protestant children tends to 
divorce the Catholic youth from the church. But just that 
association is one of the great benefits of the Public School, 
not because it destroys religion or the Catholic faith, but be- 
cause it makes powerfully for a tolerant and against a bigoted 
spirit, and we all ought to favor whatever builds up the rich- 
est and the broadest manhood. Moreover, this association is 
inevitable on the street and in business, if not in the Public 
School; and an infallible church, armed as Rome claims to be 
with supernatural grace and divine truth, instead of suflfering 
from such association, ought to be glad to avail herself of this 
grand opportunity for exhibiting the superiority of her chil- 
dren and for winning converts to her faith. 

Is the Public School Godless? 

The objection is made that the Public School is godless. 
But a secular school is no more godless than a secular state; 
and if Catholic children must leave the Public School, why 
ought not Catholic parents to leave the United States? And 
yet, why should the simple teaching of reading, grammar and 
mathematics be called godless? Is a temperance convention 
godless because not held under the shadow of a crucifix? 
What truth is there in the claim that fractions and the cate- 
chism must be taught together? Will not the ritual take ef- 
fect unless accompanied by the multipHcation table? So far 
as I can see there is no ground for calling the purely secular 
Public School godless; nor is there any reason in the nature 
of things why secular knowledge and religious dogma must 
accompany each other in order to be made efifectual. 

Are Children Deprived op Religion? 

The objection is made that, as the Public School gives no 
religious training. Catholic children, if sent there, would 
grow up without religion. The Wisconsin bishops assert 
that the parochial school is " almost the only means for s©- 
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curing to Catholic children the necessary religious education." 
But here is a strange confusion which exists not merely in 
the Catholic mind but in the Protestant mind to some ex- 
tent. Where is the necessity that Catholic children grow up 
without religion if they go to the Public School ? Do not 
home^ Sunday school and church still exist? And what are 
they for ^ if not to give children a religious education? Is there 
any reason why home, Sunday school and church should be 
idle if children do go to a secular Public School? The state 
says that its»duty to children as citizens in embryo compels 
it to provide an education in the things which pertain to 
citizenship and also to see to it that every child somewhere 
receives such an education; but the state does not say that 
this is enough and that nothing more shall be given; it leaves 
the family and the church free, and if they cannot provide a 
religious training, who can ? And if they do not, who but 
themselves are to blame? Moreover, the Catholic church is 
not obliged to make its parish schools competitors of the 
common schools, — it is not obliged to assume the entire ed- 
ucation of its youth, in order to train up the rising generation 
in the Catholic faith. It is not necessary to teach the multi- 
plication table and the catechism together to give a religious 
training. If Catholic children were sent to the Public School, 
the Catholic church would still have an unlimited opportunity 
for teaching religion to them. 

Bakishing the Bible. 

And the talk which we sometimes hear from Protestants 
to the effect that children will have no chance to hear the 
Bible read, and no chance to receive a religious training, un- 
less the Public School is made formally and definitely relig- 
ious and christian, borders on imbecile twaddle. We hear it 
said that the Supreme Court has declared the Bible unfit to 
be read in our schools, that it has given the victory to the 
Catholics, that it has snatched the Word of God from the 
rising generation; but this is mere fanatical nonsense. That 
Court has passed no judgment upon the value of the Bible, 
for that is not in dispute; it has not given the victory to the 
Catholics, but to American justice; and with a million Sunday 
school teachers^ a hundred thousand churches^ and two hundred 
thousand missionaries of various kinds^ our children ought to 
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have a fair chance of hearing the Gospel. The Almighty is 
not shut up in a book. And the alternatives assumed, that 
religion must be taught in the Public School or children will 
be without the opportunity of religious instruction, certainly 
do not exist. 

The Purpose of the Catholics. 

But leaving these subordinate matters, let us come to the 
very heart of this question: What is the ultimate purpose of 
the present opposition of the Catholic hierarchy to the Pub- 
lic School? And as the American Catholic Quarterly Re- 
view has said, in reviewing my book, that I ought, for the 
misrepresentations there made, to spend the rest of my days 
behind the bars, I will now answer this question by the 
words of Catholic prelates themselves. Their attitude and 
animus may be seen from thfe following quotations taken from 
the otBcial declarations of the heads of the Roman priesthood 
in this land. Bishop Hughes, who first led the Catholic forces 
against the Public School, said: "I hope the day will come 
when New York will look back upon the system with shame 
and horror that such a gross and miserable delusion could 
ever have been suffered to take possession of the public 
mind." Archbishop Seghers expressed his opinion thus: 
" The wickedness of the present Public School system con- 
sists of the exclusion of religious principle, of the worship 
of God, of the teaching of Christianity; it consists in the se- 
lection of bad and pernicious school books; it consists in the 
carelessness of teachers with regard to the language of their 
pupils, swearing, cursing and profane expressions being a 
distinctive mark of Public School children." Father Jenk- 
ins, the author of a work, " Christian vs. Godless Schools," 
approved by all the great dignitaries of the church, says: 
*^ Paganism in government has taken Christian children and 
offered them to the Moloch of state education.^'* Scores of simi- 
lar statements may be read in the book just mentioned, com- 
piled by a Catholic from Catholic documents for the use of 
Catholic teachers ! 

Priestly Coebciok of Parents. 

But the Catholic hierarchy does not stop with the mere 
denunciation of the Public School as the immoral and god^^ 
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less enemy of good government, religion, and even civiliza- 
tion, — its bishops use all their power to keep members of 
their church from sending their children to the Public 
School, issuing mandates like this in the name of the pope to 
free American citizens; Duty compels us to instruct the pate- 
tors of our churches to refuse absolution to parents who send 
their children to the Public instead of the parochial school; — 
this was the language of Bishop St. Palais of Vincennes, and 
identical language has been used by many other bishops. 
And this they call the protection of the freedom of the family! 
So jealous of the rights of the parent that they deny the 
means of salvation to any father who refuses to do their bid- 
ding! This may be called freedom in the Romish system of 
ethics, but to the American mind it looks like the most hate- 
ful form of tyranny. 

Significant Words. 

Thus we see that the Catholic hierarchy not only condemns 
the Public School with unmeasured violence but that it co- 
erces children away from the Public School by using the 
direst threats. And yet on great public occasions, when the 
eye of America is on the speaker, some eminent ecclesiastic 
like Bishop (jilmour or Cardinal Gibbons will protest in the 
blandest manner that it is not the object of the Catholic 
church to destroy the Public School. But the working pol- 
icy of that church tells another story, and we must judge its 
motive by its general attitude rather than by its rhetoric. 
Father Jenkins, with the sanction of Cardinal Gibbons, has 
put a manual in the hands of Catholic educators, in which 
the aim of the Catholic church is thus stated : " And Catho- 
lics will continue building schools, . . . until the state 
school buildings^ left empty by Catholics deserting them and 
non-Catholics becoming practically disgusted with the unre^ 
publican and unchristian system, shall also be lawfully ac- 
quired and occupied by denominational schools! If this is not 
a clear expression of a settled purpose to destroy the Public 
School, what is it? And this declaration goes into the hands 
of Catholic parents and teachers under the authority of the 
official leaders of the Church in America. Let every loyal 
American citizen ponder these words and consider well the 
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scope and spirit of the Catholic opposition to the Public 
. ' School expressed in the words of its own prelates. 

A Kind Admonition. 

Now, it needs little reading between the lines to see that 
the real reason for this opposition to the Public School does 
not lie in the fact that the common school system degrades 
Catholics, but rather in the fact that it tends to curtail the 
feudal and un-American assumptions of the priesthood. And 
this assault is a piece of priestcraft rather than a movetnent of 
the Catholic people. But as one who honors the great names 
in its calendar, such as Fenelon, St. Benedict and St. Francis, 
and as one who recognizes not only the past glory but also 
the future possibility of the Mother Church, I would say to 
the Catholic hierarchy in this land, if my feeble voice might 
swell to a clarion tone strong enough to reach the ears of its 
officials: Be wiser, be more modern, be more American; stop 
r reviling the Public School, for unreasonable denunciation of 
j that institution is your poorest policy, as it is dearer to the 
American heart than its own life-blood. Adjust yourselves 
to the American sentiment; show that you are not Romish 
but American; and pray the good pope to send here no more 
Encyclicals demanding that in politics the interests of the 
church be put higher than patriotism. Cease trying to co- 
erce your families into opposition to the Public School, as 
these are bad years for priestly domination, and the atmos- 
phere of America does not agree with despotism. Finally, 
bind your people to you by love and freedom and true cath- 
olicity, rather than by fear, servility and bigotr}'. Only in 
this way can you master the situation and permanently thrive 
on American soil. 

A Reaction among Catholics. 

These are not mere empty phrases. The evidence accumu- 
lates that the Catholic hierarchy is not carrying the great 
mass of intelligent Catholic laymen with it in its opposition 
to the Public School. The attitude of Irish Catholics is rap- 
idly changing to sympathy with our free common-school 
system; and even many Irish Catholic priests look with dis-- 
favor upon the extreme utterances of the les» American prel- 
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ates of the church. Very little has yet been said, but there 
is a deal of wholesome thinking in progress, and the signs of 
a decided reaction toward a more moderate position are nu- 
merous. The fact is that the hierarchy cannot much longer 
compel its people to follow its leading on this subject. JTo 
one was better qualified to give a correct judgment on this 
point than the late Mr. E. C. Carrigan, of Boston, and he 
said two years ago: " I believe that if a vote of the Irish- 
Americans of Massachusetts was taken, nine-tenths would 
give the Public Schools the first place." 

The American Idea will Triumph. 

This problem is up for discussion; it cannot be shirked; it 
must be met now, and met fairly but squarely; for it involves 
not only the fate of our American institutions, but the des- 
tiny of modern civilization; aijd, while rough times may be 
ahead, I believe that it is going to be settled right; I believe 
that it is going to be settled in harmony with the highest 
principles of American citizenship; and I believe that it is 
going to be settled in favor of the little district school-house, 
ths alma mater of every poor lad and the sanctuary of Ameri- 
can patriotism. The American sentiment is an imperial and 
irresistible power. It will submit to no dictation; it will brook 
no rival; it will allow no injustice; and while it will protect 
the Catholic in all his rights and privileges, it will resist and 
bring to naught any and every opposition which may arise 
against the organic expression of itself in the Public School. 

Justified by Its Fruits. 

This issue is not going to be settled by pastoral letters, by 
political management, by clamor over a foreign language, or 
by clerical fanaticism and race prejudice. It is going to be 
settled by the practical good sense of the American people; 
by the logic of events and the very force of gravity. It is 
going to be settled in the end by the merit of the work done 
by the Public School itself. Give the Public School time, a 
fair chance, and reasonable support, and it will justify itself. 
Comparison of prodmts will win friends and insure victory. 
Our great duty is to keep the issue clear and the discussion 
of it free from passion. 
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